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As we all relive the horrific terrorist attacks 
ten years ago, we remember and honor those 
2,977 innocent men and women who lost 
their lives. 
 
Among the people in the World Trade 
Center, The Pentagon, and the four airplanes, 
we also lost 343 firefighters and 60 police 
officers from New York City and the Port 
Authority. There were thousands of 
dedicated and brave support personnel who 
responded and saved countless lives. 
 
To those of us who only saw it through the 
TV screen we can only imagine what it must 
have been like to witness it up close. Each of 
these selfless professionals also suffered 
from the experience and the unspeakable 
shock. All continue to suffer today in some 
form or another. 
 
Several barbershoppers where “there” and 
have their own personal stories and vivid 
memories. 

Remembering 
9/11 
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Vincent “Vinny” Haynes  
New York City Police Officer 

Flushing, NY 
 
 
Vinny is a well known 
barbershopper (11 years) 
and has been a New York 
City policeman for 21 
years. 
 
He  was  on  du ty 
September 11, 2001 at the 
79th Precinct  263 

Tompkins Avenue in Brooklyn, only five 
miles from the World Trade Center. That 
day Vinny was working as a computer 
operator as well as assisting his supervisors, 
driving them to help police officers working 
in the polling places within the Precinct. It 
was Election Day in New York City, and 
their job was to ensure safety and order in 
the polling places in their jurisdiction. 
 
Like most, Vinny first heard news of the first 
plane hitting the World Trade Center via the 
police radios and thought it had to be a joke. 
He then believed it to be a small plane and a 
freak accident. When he saw the second 
plane hit via TV he knew it wasn’t a joke or 
an accident. 
 
Soon, even from Brooklyn, he could smell 
the smoke. Many from his station were 
dispatched to Ground Zero to help the 
victims. Vinny was supposed to go but his 
lieutenant told him to stay behind and 
monitor the situation via the computers and 
to give his superiors any updates. 
 
Needless to say it was chaos. 
Communication was nearly impossible. Cell 
phone networks were completely down or  

jammed. Vinny continued to get updates 
during the day. He was unaware that the 
towers had collapsed until minutes later. 
 
Monitoring the radios, he was able to hear 
calls from those at Ground Zero. Many were 
calling to say they were trapped. 
 
Traffic was also jammed. Many were 
evacuating Manhattan via the Brooklyn 
Bridge, spilling into his area. 
 
He didn’t know the status of his fellow 
police officers until later that night. 
Fortunately, everybody from his precinct 
came back safe. 
 
Vinny didn’t get down to Ground Zero until 
the next day to pick up some of his co-
workers. Of course, it was like a war zone. 
He still vividly recalls the strong smell of jet 
fuel. His role at the site was security with the 
rescue and recovery efforts that were being 
made. 
 
He spent almost one month down in Ground 
Zero and at the Jacob Javits Center (where 
they set up a support center for the families 
of victims and rescue workers), as well as 
being posted by the Brooklyn Bridge doing 
checkpoints: 
 
“My first reaction was that it was surreal 
with images of both towers down on the 
ground and strong putrid smell of jet fuel so 
intense, seeing rescue workers trying very 
hard to recover any victims in piles of debris, 
and the irony that I was in this area one week 
before all this chaos occurred.” 
 
“But then out of the ashes came a lot of 
good. As a barbershopper, my chorus 
decided one thing we could do, if not help in 
the rescue efforts, was to sing and bring joy  
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to the number of people who were affected by 
the tragedy.”  
 
They sang in Union Square, around NYC 
fire houses, St Vincent's Hospital (which 
was a point where missing photos were 
posted outside), and streets near and around 
Ground Zero. 
 
The most rewarding was singing for the 
rescue workers at Ground Zero itself which 
was a huge lift for everyone involved. 
 
“Even though I report weekly a few hundred 
feet away at Police Headquarters, with the 
exceptions of ceremonies and dedications, 
I've rarely been back to Ground Zero. It’s just 
too emotional.” 
 
“We lived it once, why live it again?” 

James “Jamie” Patricia 
FBI 

 
Jamie is a 22-year 
barbershopper and a 
uniformed police 
officer working 
building security. 
He has worked for 
the FBI for 11 1/2 
years.  
   

That morning he 
was on duty at the New York FBI 
Headquarters in the Federal Building next to 
Federal Plaza in New York City (290 
Broadway). This building also houses the 
EPA and the IRS. It is only seven blocks 
north and one block east of the World Trade 
Center. 
  

In the middle of his ordinary 8-to-6 shift he 
was doing his normal duties checking people 
into the building. He first heard of the 
plane’s impact from people as they entered 
the building. He didn’t see or feel the impact 
but soon could smell the smoke. They were 
close enough to have the dust inside their 
building – he could SEE and taste the dust in 
air. 
  

Jamie lived 75 miles away in Lavallette, 
New Jersey and still recalls, knowing the 
chaos that would soon follow, one of his first 
thoughts was, “How am I getting home?” He 
usually takes the NJ/NY Path Train. It runs 
directly underneath the World Trade Center. 
  

There were no windows where he was 
stationed so he saw nothing. He did FEEL 
the towers fall.  
  
Ten years later it is still his most vivid 
memory.  
 
“It was a very eerie feeling that day.”  

Friends bonded by barbershop and  
providing service to others. 

Volume 2, No. 4 September 11, 2011 



5 

He wasn’t allowed to go down to Ground 
Zero – his job was to help secure the FBI 
building, a high-potential target. After all, 
their building WAS the home of the largest 
FBI terror task force within the bureau. 
 
Immediately after the second plane hit he 
managed to call his Mom who was 
understandably worried and very upset. 
 
After the attacks they received reports of 
threats on the FBI building. Due to these 
treats, phone system and power issues caused 
by the tower collapse they soon moved 
everything up to 26th Street and an FBI 
garage / warehouse and set up a new and 
larger command post. 
 
He was close enough later that night to 
actually see Building 7 fall. Always available 
if needed, Jamie got over to Ground Zero the 
next day. From the time of the attack and for 
several days they were on duty day and night 
with little sleep. 
 
Jamie managed to borrow a friend’s car and 
get home a few days later. He remembers, 
“My mother just wanted to SEE ME”. 
 
They lost two people from their office: 
 
FBI Agent Lenny Hatton was also a 
volunteer fireman and was helping the 
evacuation. The last they heard from Lenny 
was when he radioed in from the top of the 
Marriott. They never heard fro him again. 
 
John O' Neil (aka The Man Who Knew) was 
a top American anti-terrorism expert who 
worked as a special agent and eventually a 
Special Agent in Charge in the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, and was one who 
investigated the 1993 WTC bombing and the 
Cole bombing. He had just retired from the  

FBI was and 19 days into his new job as the 
new head of security for the WTC. He was 
helping in the evacuation. 
  

Jamie’s boss was also injured. He was 
bleeding when hit by falling shrapnel from 
the second plane. 
  

Jamie later realized that living out in New 
Jersey was therapeutic. Being able to go 
home and get away from the city helped him 
“decompress” and separated him from the 
devastation, noise and emotions brought on 
by 9/11. 
  

Vinny and Jamie are members of the Big 
Apple Chorus. The chorus sang at several 
Manhattan fire houses in the days after 9/11 
to help spread harmony and help heal the 
city. 
  

Only a month after 9/11 the Big Apple 
Chorus competed at District at Wildwood, 
NJ. Their set included various “workers” and 
several dressed as fireman and policemen. 
Even before they began the audience gave 
them a standing ovation in honor of NYC. 
  

Jamie and Vinny were also guest of the 
Great Northern Union chorus in 
Milwaukee, WI for a Giants/Vikings 
football game. They joined them to perform 
the National Anthem. That presentation also 
included the flag from the World Trade 
Center. 

Jamie and Vinnie go out of their way to pose  
with the Minnesota Viking Cheerleaders - Nov 2001  
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Fred Geldon 
Rockville, Maryland 
Government Contracts 
Lawyer - Electronic 
Data Systems 

 
Fred was not yet a barbershopper. He was en 
route to Arlington National Cemetery and 
got a call from his wife that the World Trade 
Center had been hit. 
  

He was attending the funeral of a friend and 
in the visitor's center. Fred was only 2500 
feet from the impact area of the Pentagon 
when it was hit. 
  

“We could actually feel the thud of the plane 
hitting The Pentagon. We looked out the 
window and saw the smoke. Almost 
immediately we learned it was a plane 
thanks to a portable TV in the visitor’s 
center.” 
  

“My most moving memory of the day was 
seeing the smoke lifting over the rows of 
gravestones.” 

“After the funeral was over I drove to the 
graves of John and Robert Kennedy and 
meditated until a guard informed me that I 
had to leave. The cemetery was considered a 
possible target and was being closed.” 

On the one year anniversary, members of the 
Big Apple Chorus performed in Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania with the local chorus, the 
Somerset County's Roof Garden Chorus, in 
honor of Flight 93. 

Jamie is also honored to be a part of a group 
that has been invited to sing for several 
memorial events. The group calls themselves 
America's Most Wanted – Scott Russell, 
Dan Cook, Jamie Patricia and Mark Paul. 
Several other BAC members fill in when 
needed. 
 
They have performed several times with such 
songs as God Bless America, God Bless the 
USA, Let There Be Peace on Earth and This 
is the Moment. 

America's Most Wanted 
Steve Delehanty, Neil Dingle, FBI ADIC Mark Mershon, 

Jamie Patricia, Mark Paul and Scott Russell 

Big Apple Chorus members travel to 
Pennsylvania for the one year anniversary 

Photo taken from Arlington National Cemetery just 
minutes after the attack. 

Ray Moreau Jr. 
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Bud was a relatively new 
barbershopper (2 years) 
and an active member of 
the Sounds of America 
C h o r u s  i n  t h e 
Centreville, Virginia. He 
sang lead in the chorus 
and was your typical 
“Joe Barbershopper”. 
He loved music, singing 
and barbershop harmony. 

 
Chuck Harner was chapter president at the 
time, “Bud was a very amiable guy. Although 
he wasn’t a member for very long, everyone 
liked him - he fit in to the group nicely”. He 
was also well known for his sense of humor. 
 
Colonel Boone was the 
A r m y  G u a r d ’ s 
pe r sonne l  po l i cy 
integrator for the 
Army’s Deputy Chief 
of Staff for Personnel, 
Lieutenant General 
Timothy Maude (the 
h i g h e s t  r a n k i n g 
military officer killed 
in the September 11 
attacks). They were in a meeting that 
morning on the second floor when the plane 
hit. 
 
Bud was supposed to be out of the office that 
week. He was in the process of moving into 
his new office in the newly renovated section 
of the Pentagon. 

When American Airlines Flight 77 hit that 
section on the west side there were 184 
people killed almost immediately that day 
including many members of Bud’s staff. 
 
The chapter was to meet the next day but 
cancelled rehearsal. The learned of his death 
from a list printed in the Washington Post a 
few days later. 
 
Bud served in the Persian Gulf and had 
recently been promoted to full Colonel. The 
official ceremony took place posthumously. 
 
He was “very patriotic” with 31 years of 
service. “He had something special -- a 
sense of duty, a sense of pride and a sense of 
purpose.” - Lt. Gen Roger Schultz, director 

of the Army National 
Guard. 
 
Colonel Boone’s awards 
and decorations include 
the Legion of Merit, the 
Purple Heart, the 
Meritorious Service 
Medal (one Oak Leaf 
Cluster), the Army 
Commendation Medal 

(three Oak Leaf Clusters) and the Army Staff 
Identification Badge. 
 
Bud was survived by Linda, his wife of 31 
years, and their three sons. 
 
His widow said ... “He whistled all of the 
time. Sometimes, it drove me crazy. But, I'd 
give anything if I could hear it now.”  

Our Barbershop Family Did Lose One Member That Day 

Colonel Canfield “Bud” D. Boone 
Fairfax County, Virginia 

February 2, 1948 - September 11, 2001 
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Colonel Boone was laid to rest with full 
military honors on Saturday September 29 in 
Section 64, Site 4759 of Arlington National 
Cemetery, in the shadows of the Pentagon. 
The chorus of about 30 guys sang Amazing 
Grace at Bud’s service. 
 
Chorus director, Dennis Malone said, “Bud 
was a very likeable guy and quiet on the 
risers. Very befitting an officer, the model of 
decorum.” 

An Historic Cover 
After 9/11 editor Lorin May produced one 
of the most historical and impressive 
Harmonizer covers. 
 

November / December 2001 Harmonizer 
Volume LXI Number 6 
Lorin May Editor / Julie Siepler – Associate Editor 
Reed Sampson / Brian Lynch – Contributing Editors 

 
“The August / September issue went out the door on August 
27th. Well before the event. When the attacks happened, we 
knew immediately what our cover was gonna be. Reed 
Sampson worked up what we knew in the short time before this 
issue was done. This issue went out the door on October 22.” 

   - Lorin May 

The Memorial for Col. Boone in his 
hometown of Milan, Indiana. 

Bud 
Boone’s 
Bench in 
the 
Pentagon 
Memorial 
dedicated 
2008 

We Will Never Forget 
The events that transpired on 9/11 were 

absolutely inconceivable. Everybody lost a piece 
of themselves that day. No one affected – no 

matter what their role – will ever be the same 
again. But, as we can now see, life goes on. 

 
Thankfully the memorials for the three sites 
allow us to remember and honor everyone 

involved. 
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